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Formed over 300 million years ago, the Gulf of Mexico stretches for 75 miles along the State of
Mississippi coastline. Four other U.S. states border the Gulf, which is a valuable economic,
recreational, and environmental resource. Mississippi’s Gulf coast, from Biloxi to Henderson
Point, is the largest and longest man-made beach.
Industrialization for the manufacturing industry has caused areas of dense development,
especially along waterways of major cities. Near Gulfport, Mississippi, the land cover data
clearly shows a high concentration of industrial buildings. Urban development in Mississippi has
occurred with low-intensity developments encroaching on agricultural land. Suburban areas
surrounding large cities show this type of development. Agricultural fields of cotton, soybeans,
and corn, the main crops grown in Mississippi, are also captured in the land cover data.
Conservation concerns in Mississippi have recently focused on the preservation of wetlands and
estuaries. The Grand Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve is located in the southeastern
corner of the state. This estuary and wetland is one of the most biologically productive in the
Gulf region.
This land cover map was created using multiple images acquired by the Landsat 7 satellite. The
primary focus of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Coastal
Change and Analysis Program, or C-CAP, is to develop land cover and change data for the
coastal zone of the U.S. Mapping boundaries are determined by using a combination of
information, including county boundaries, coastal drainage areas, ecological zones, and state
coastal management jurisdictional areas. Features that are labeled were selected because of their
visibility on the imagery and are meant to serve as general references only. Maps such as this one
are used to monitor the Earth’s land cover. Comparing maps from different years is an efficient
method for detecting changes in land cover and land use over a large area.
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Land Cover Data: Coastal Change Analysis Program (C-CAP)
Bathymetry: NOAA National Geophysical Data Center, US Coastal Relief Model

Map Projection: Albers Equal Area Projection
Measured Grid Overlayed Projection: UTM Zone 16 N
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